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Seeklng to dlchVEf how camprehens;vely and
systemat;cally one significant’ catega:ylaf ‘'semantic elements is
"taught in current read;ng instruc tiomy aterial, a study surveyed
the teaching and: use of preflxes in the teachers' guides, readers,
and workbooks (grades two to six) of six major. reading series. :
findings indicated that many of the most frequently tanght and used
- 'prefixes were not taught in all reading sefies,, with no apparent
‘'reasons for their omission. Thé data also revealed that sufficieat
" opportunities for systematic vocabulary development with Cespect to
- post prefixes did not exist at many grade levels in' the series that
were studied. The following reasons were offered to- expilain the data:
(1) a general lack- of coordination between what is suggested in the
‘teachers' guides and ' what is offered in corresponding reading
Selections, (2) a-basic m;sunderstandlng of prefixation in the
English language by textbook writers or consultants, and (3)
over-reliance on the pIinElElE of frequency or literary selections in
.determining the vocabulary used. Based on the data and these’
?axp;anations, it was suggested that reseafchers\may need td> reassess
‘the principles underlylng the choice of vocabulary and.the teaching
¢f word analysis skills in ;nstruc+1anal readlng matarlals.
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Introduction -
.';I‘hefimpcﬁame of voecabulary in-reading c@mprehension has (beén consisten‘%ly*
rgp@rted.in-.‘seve::‘ai areas of reading research. Chall (1958), in a r:-ritiea.l re-
' o=
view of réadability farznmlas, faund t.hat a measure of va::abulazy load was the .
‘majc::-factor in almost all readablility férmi;las. ' Studiés of ,children‘s lang'uagé:
ot . develapment Sh@w a high fcarrelatidn between pre—gchéoie:‘s\ knowledge of wo’rd .
meanings and ac:hievement in J:eacling at higher giade levels (e.g., Iaban, 197@)
i
F‘actor analyses af campcnent skiils in reading c@mpfehensicn p@int to a kn@wi
1ed,§e afL wm:'ds as the essential compgnént 111 réa.ding camprehensicn (e. g " Davis,
1971), F‘ur—ther, a summaz—y of research firlding:s from studies‘in the teaching of.
vc:c’:abulary (Petty, Herold, & §toll, 1968) iﬂdiBatéf‘ tha‘t sc:,[ne systematic attenticm
Q to vocabulary teaching is béttér than no a.tténticm at alj. -
N ¥Paper pregented at the Annual Meeting of the National Readingr Conference in
U) San Diega, Galifa:mia, December 3, 1980, .
iﬁ ! e v'r‘ A :
©Q ) "
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\ Stotgky - 2

An[examinatian Gf the vay in which new worﬂs are intr@duced in Ieading o

‘N\ series fa; the elementary grades (Haztis & Jacobsan, 19?3 1974) iﬂdicat%s thaﬁ

vacabuja;y seems ta be, intrcdueed primarily on. the basis of frequency of use’
in HIittEH material An ingpeéti of several recent zeading! eriea (ligted

belaw) suggegts that vacabulary is also determined by idiosyncratié u;age in

3 L2 s T

. 1iterary selebtigns » Jhen lltera:y selectians are adapted thére appears to

;f be no indicatian of the principles followed® ih the choice of wards It -

; iarhighly ratianal in beginning reade:s to teach children tc Iead worﬂs that

*

'tigate whgther or nat current :Eading instTUétianélv

\

a:e in their Dral vacabu;ary and that are amang the mast freguen% wa:ﬁs in -
However, » .
iwritten material as ‘well, /toa much reliance on thé»principle of frequency baﬁ ,

yond the décading stages or on expcsure to a :icher (and pa Eibly uﬂgontrolléd)

varlety of wcrds in 1iterary seléctiaﬂs may not be t:und frﬂm a lang -range

point df view if 1t precludes the PGE%lbliity fcr mare sy;tematic develapment

i

of a reading vacabulary._

In l974 0'Rourke Prapose& a plannéd Program af vocabulary. deveiopment .
that contains as its nucleus the study and use of generative roots ard affixes

Such a Erﬂgram would fastez the systematic éxpansicn af children s knawledge cf

' wm;ﬂs by enabling Etudents to t:ansfer the meaning of an element 1earﬂed in one

Y ¥

word to other wa:ﬂs containing that element HQWEYEI; O'Rouxke did not invea—

ties for expandlng children's kncwlédge of words on ;his basis,

!

Thié,stuay sought té:diécover how camprEhéngively and gygtematically vocasa¥

]

bulary isftaught in reading instzuctianal material, Because it wvas not p@ sible

to deal with all categaries of woxﬁ elements, the sccge af this: regearch vas

.limited to the teaching of prefixes-and thexuse of prefixed words this Eategarf>

‘coitld be dealt with comprehensively, Six widely-used reading series and their

2
vy

aterial PfﬂVideg appartuni=

"
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\ .

. accompanying wcz?bgaks (diadEF 2 to 6) vere Eurveyed to' ]Etermine- (1) th o

k)

lfpreflxcs are taught (2) what preflyes are taught (3) in what order, (4) at

~ what grade 1evels, aﬁd (5) hDﬂ many different egemplars of the prefi? are pffered

[

AT f/ . (2) hacmlllaﬂ Reading Pragram. Revlged EdltlDﬂ (197oi;%H#,.;§§‘

=

“4n meaninrful reading,matérial Findinrs from this qurvey could prav;de data

B
with which to. Judge whethe: or not thege eries prﬂvide app@rtunities far ays—.

tematic Expan ign of children s knewledge cf words ,.

e : PIDGEdeEE - .

The fiﬁst i sue, was'io decidé upon the definitlcn Df the term "prefix"

!

rto be uged Accazﬁ;hg to. Iarchand s (1969) text, prefixeg are‘defined as’ v -

_ "bauné mDIphEﬁES Vhich are PrEpased to fre nalpheme v (p. 129). larchand emﬁhaé
f3sizes that "cnly 5uch partivles as are prefixed ta full Engliﬂh words of general,
'iilearnéd, scientific or. technicai characte: can be tered Qreflxes" (P 133) By

o défiﬂiti@ﬁ, then, the Eleménts ad-in ad‘acent, ex- ln!exnesip EEEE in ,:efez,

A

com- in compenion, ab— in Dbstacle, ete. are nat preflxes in the e warﬂs because

“they afé nat’prepased to indepéndent wozﬂs They are etymolcgical elemente attach

to raats in?ﬁan composite words (i e,, words that cannat be analyzed on the basis

af EnFllsh word- formatian) lnieed, such elements-as com-, ob-, and ad- are

* ° Ed
i . a

& = T

never: p:eflxé;. - : L v

?Ségcnﬁ, the fallaw;ng Si§ EEading.se:ies‘wére sellected férnthe sgrvéyg
13(1)‘A11yn & Bacon Easié Readiﬁé-Series-(19§8)
!(B)Eginn 360 Réhding SEIlEE *(1970) . . . B 'y

f(h) Scott Faresﬂan Readlng Syutemg Qggll 1972) i
'='(5) Holt Basic Redding. System (1973) - | - E <

(6) Ginn. 720 Reading Series (1975) . o |

They were ﬂhGSEn because: (1) they have been among the most widelyiused series
in this cour %Iy, (2) they ranpe’in termg af ‘date Gf publicat;an from ‘the 1960's

through th 1970 8, thug reflecthg differinF theoretlcal issues over ihe naqt

%
¢ - i .o
-

A -



. and Scatte}‘aresmaﬂ series lend tcx contain mofe un

L

'-at that Frade level and at prev1cus grade levels, .

- cludlﬁg any derlvatlvas), nat fIEﬁuEHGy

R o
" Stots Py S b

decaﬂe inflﬂenéiny the canstzuctian of rEadinq ingtructinnal/material- and (3)

| R
’théy IEprasent a r@ugh balance between,thase tending mare to uée adapted or

/ .
,'constructed gelections and thase tending more to use unadapted 1iteraﬁy selec—

P

tion _ Ta Judge frgm the infarmatian in the acknawlcdgment yapeg at the bex

glnning of the reade:s, the Allyn & Eacan, Lacmilian, and Ginn. 350 series appear

-to cantain a réugh balance between adﬁpted and unaﬂapted gelectigns the Hglt

’F-‘ 13
adapted literary gelectlcns-

the Ginnv726 seri’s Seemg LQ fall between the e’ two grﬂuﬁs

=

?;“ Third, all the reading materlal in the.aupil readerﬂ and warkbocks at
eéch rrade level in gll series was read wort by worﬂ For each grade level in.

;=each gEfléS, tab es vere canstructed ccntainlng ail exemplars of pref1x5ﬂ taught

Tt:should be noted that the .

e,

. 115ting of a word in the, tables .indicated only-the appearance.of the word (in-

The data in ‘the'tablés were dréwn

®
f 4

anly from the matezlai in the” readers and workbooks that requlred 31ther mean-=

{

t
1ngful Ieading or ertlng af Pref;xed warﬂs, this critericn excluded words, 1isted

for- purposes of alphabét zi stress placem ment, etc, -

2 .

Taﬁle 1 indigatES‘the-tatai number of different exemplars for each prefix
at each 5136511§v81 ance a preflx is introduced or mentioned in the teachers

he(ﬁumergl Zero indlcatés

guides, reaﬂers, or workbooks in the six series.

tbg% no éxémplars ﬁere fcuﬁd at the grade level eyen though the prefix was intro-
;éuced or mentioned at that 1eve1 or at an earlier ne. Considerable vafiatign

"in the arder af 1ntrcductian efiﬂts for mcst prefixes; only un-, ‘re-, dis-,

in-, anﬂ im- are ;ntrnduced in all series by Gzade 4, Many prefixes are n t‘_

= * 5w Cs s 2 3 8
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aah 1itaratuza why thaaa umiaainna oceur Gx what Iatianal&might

- 5 bﬁaia for the orﬂar of 1ntroduatian of p:afiaaa iﬂ general. Tt
s ey
in elsir ﬁnly thatamany cammon prafixaa uaad in alamanta:y Iaaﬂing matarial

[N
EI
]

AT fest taught in all saTiaéi '

?abla l als o ravaala a paucity ar tatal ahaanca nf axamglara far~many

L’

Ew  es. at many grada 1avala thzﬂughout thaaa series, The fallowing=faaacna

[4 ' .
rﬁrﬁ affarad to accaunt far thia aaaraity- . - (', . .

3

| a. Thara seems to be a 1aak of cnarﬁination batwaan what is auggaatad

'for taaching (a: mantianad) in tha taachara guidea and what ia available in

. the aazraapcnd;ng reading aaleatinna in tha_:aade:a cr-wnrkboaka. Quita oftan f

_prefixes ara'auggeaﬁad faiftaaahing in exerclses in theé gu;dea but anly one

twa axamnlara (if any at ail) appaar in the raa‘

L

e aeiaationa In gaﬁara1,' 

_'vazy faw aarraapﬂnding warkboak pagaa aantain an axarciaa for a prafix suggested :-
: N 4. )

far;taaching in the guida?= ) '__ - ‘ s o B

~

‘ *b, There appaara to' be a misunderstanding of prefixation’in.all the reading

series, acgording to the dafinitibﬁ‘that was followed in this research. Dis-

tination ia uaually'not'mada between pfafixaﬂxwarﬂa, auchfaa remake, praaautian,

.orT, dafraat ~and ‘words with init;al atymalaglaal alamanta, such - aa;raflact or

da;}var. Aa a IEault many wa:da offazad ds axamplaa of prefixad warﬂa ‘are in- N

* "

_correct or mi laading (a E., dﬂaa” ,int) and therefore confusing, dlfflcuit ,? OT

‘ueala s for taachiﬁg or. 1aazﬂing purpose ¥

A campariaén Df tha total number Df dlffarent axamplars far all pragixag
iat aaah grada 1aval in each aariaﬂ ravaal some dlffaranaaa batwaan the series,
fbut thara appaarﬁ to ba no Ielatianahip batwaan the tatal number of different o
! _’li'axamplara,and whatharftha aariaa‘aaatain:a balaﬂca batwaan adaptad and unadapted -
‘~"=. ~ 1ité%ary-a§1§atiana or mainly ada?taé Gnaa;

e 5 ‘ . -
EA [, .
t . 3 i
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’Ji ' 7' : Cnnclugions and Implicatioﬁs f ' | )
C Tt seém5‘§ea;onable ‘to canélude that all the prefixes 1isted in Table l; 3
shauld be taught ta all elementary schDDl students Hhile Grnff (19?2) canal
At cluded frﬂm a Ievieu af the 1itezature that theze is no evidance_tn support
¥ | ..> >= the teaching of prefixés as a way to imprave chil&IEﬂ 8 Ieaﬁi_g vocabulary,q"ré'f
f~'.§ . IESEEIEh Iepafted by G:avesiﬁ Hammuni (1980) gravides EVidEﬂcE that teaching :
prefixeg cazrectly to, Grade 7 gtudents enabled both higher and 1cwer ability

experimEHtal students t& unlock the meaning af novel woids better than a c@ntxﬂl

R

: graup @f students being taught vacabulary Fy a whale word methcd
Fzﬂm an inspectian of the data  summarized in Table 1, it is also possible’
tD ;udge that sufficient éppcrtunities for systematic vacabulary déveloPment
!; w1th réspéct to many prefixes da not. exist at many grade levels in these sezies,”
| whether or not thg seriEs gcntaih malnly uﬁadapted 11terary salgtians or a
v balaﬁce hetween adapted and unadapted ones,. At PIESEﬂt, choice of vccabula:y'
seems to be gaverned either by idiasync:atic usagé in 11tera:y seleetians or
by the prlnciple of freguency Dr the deg:ee cf regularity in sound tc symbnl
cur:espondsnee.' If~ane may;generalize,ffnm'thé findlngs of th;s study, the
for choice of vacabulafy in Ieadjng instructignal material.\ Such a reaseESSment ;
logigally 1nvalves the question of whgttkiﬁdg of reading sel§ct;ons should |
! constitute readiﬁé iné{fuctianal matéfiai; sigcéﬁt%EEVGcébuiary used in a éﬁeﬁl,'
;cific mode Df wrltten 1iscaurse is Grgénicaliy Ielated ta the nature of that mode,
It is paé51ble that literary gelectlons, whether aéapted or. ﬁDt, :annat |

pravide gufficient agportunltles for systematic vacabplary developnent because

of their very natuIE! Vccabulary ¢an be taught .systematicadlly if key words or words

Coe = H

" assoclated with.these,kéy;wozds can be repeated as éfteﬁ as is necessary and
if derivatives can be used. Repetition cf'kéy words ace§ ﬁot typlcally Qgéug
in fictional, 1iteraz§_p£§se,‘nor do derivatives play any iﬁpcrtant_:ﬂle in

{ ‘

e



.;_ | ,‘ Stetsky;;'?

ite'veeebulery. Dn the other hand, regetitien ef impertant words end the .

' ijf:equent nae of effixed werﬁe ere dominant feetu:ee of informatienel, non- literery' _;

' preee (Sto%;ky, l%??; Steteky, in preee) It ie poeeible that the: veeebulary
ef infermatienel ‘prose may be even mere imper%ent for ehild:eﬁ to 1eern then

‘the veeebulery of literetq;e If thie is s0, then reeding edueatore should

= ¥

o eeneider the use ef ‘another Iationale fo: eheeeing reading selections in reeding

3

h instruetienal material than the one used to guide the ehoiee of reeding eeleetiene
iin meet eurrent reeding seziee B 'J

- : .
Firet how wideepreed ie the mieeoneeptien of prefixetion found in theee six
eeriee* A preliminary inegeetien ef eeveral other reeding series, supplementary

| :eading instructional meteriele, end 1enguege arts textboeke for beth the ele- . |

mentery and seeendery 1evels reveale the same inaeeureeiee. ‘Second; how eeeurete

is the explanetien and deeeription ef word anaiyeie in prefeeeienal textboeke
.en the teaehing of- reeding and lenguege arts? An_exeminetion ‘of several texts

(e.g., Dellmen, Reuch, Cheeg,‘end DeBoer, 1978, p?_184§ Lep@ & etf‘leui.ui,j15978_;j

p. 256) also reveals ineeeuraeiee Thus an assessment ef'the way the tople of

Herd eﬂelyeie is p:eeented and discussed in informational materiel for reeee hers

‘and teachers as well as in inetruetienel material fer students is strongly :

* recommended ,

.
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. 'NUMBER OF DIFFERENT EXEMFLARS OF EACH
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TABLE 1 © -

PREFIX AFTSR THE PRIFIX IS FIRST LIRODUCED OR MENTIONED IN SIX.READING SERIES *

— —_— ————— — — — —_— — — — = = — ]

Séries

" Allyn & Bacon

[}

S;'
inn 360

Scott-Foresman ,

Cinn 720

Crade = 2

.3

23 45 6

2 3

4 5 6

J2 3w

E 4_75;'5
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